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tims such as bereaved family members are rarely shown. Entertainment
program content which creates sympathy for the victim is thus relatively
rare, and indeed such content might well be avoided by many people in
the audience. Who is comfortable empathizing with and sharing the
suffering of the victim? Victims have usually been portrayed in a manner
which does not cause the kind of discomfort which would alienate view-
ers, and these portrayals may therefore directly or indirectly produce
comfort and pleasure for the audience. This situation poses a very diffi-
cult set of problems.

Many changes in attitudes toward economic and political, as well as
social welfare and health, issues might well be sét in motion if violence
is defined to include victims. Inevitably it would lead toward better rec-
ognition and better control of the violence some groups do, and of the
violence some organizations and bureaucracies commit. It is likely that
many institutions and bureaucracies, and individuals with vested inter-
ests in them, would resist invocation of such a broadly humanitarian
definition of violence. In this regard, television has the potentiality to
provide remarkable psychological assistance to our society and its insti-
tutlons as, and if, they seek greater understanding and greater response
to the plight of victims. This psychological preparation might help to
give the time and the impetus for psychological, emotional, and behav-
joral changes in responsible officials and personnel of our institutions.

It is well known that in some cultures and under some circumstances
those who feél victimized may come to identify with aggressors and lat-
er become aggressors themselves. A great deal of the individual and
collective violence which has been studied reveals this pattern. Al-
though this fact can easily be observed, it is less well known that under
the circumstances when identification with the aggressor can occur, it
only occurs after the victims fail in their repeated attempts to have the
aggressors identify with them. Moreover, whenever aggressors can be
helped to identify with victims, the aggression ceases. When aggressors
continually fail to identify with victims, power is required to improve
the victims’ lots. Such dynamics underlie the various power movements
which periodically emerge in the victimized groups of society. Power
tactics might become unnecessary if broadscale identification with vic-
tims could be encouraged and reinforced, and television might be an
important tool in such a movement. Thus, television might be able to
move people to be ‘‘more human’’ on a plane where identification with
victims would occur as readily as with aggressors and where the devel-
opment of alliances would reduce divisiveness and conflict. Obviously,
the utilization of television for this purpose involves some complex poli-
cy decisions by all of society. Psychological sacrifice would be involved
if audiences were carried along and obliged to identify with and suffer
along with victims, seeing them as they are in real life. If violence were
more realistically portrayed on television, it would not be so easy to
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watch, to accept, or to enjoy, and even less easy to participate in vicari-
ously. It would even press the viewer in the direction of accepting his
own violent and ‘‘evil’’ self. With this in mind, the television industry’s
code could be modified so that portrayal of the humanity of all victims
would be encouraged. It is also important to portray and demonstrate
persistently the humanity of all persons who play some role in the vic-
tims’ experience. In this way viewers may identify victimizing tenden-
cies within themselves instead of denying them and imputing them to
less thoughtful, less considerate, less humane persons only. More realis-
tic, higher-quality drama could emerge which might be more emotionally
involving to individuals in the audience. Great drama, after all, involves
the audience in the roles of all characters and limits the degree to which
one may be accepted while another is rejected. Were changes in these
directions to be introduced, the effects could be profound. For under-
standing of them, ongoing evaluative research programs would be need-
ed. :

Economic or political interests, and audience interests, are generally
motivated to influence programming because of their strong profit and
pleasure-seeking incentives respectively. We hope that more people in
the community will develop an active concern with television and its
educational potential so that society can perhaps speed up its snail-
paced approach to the multitude of social problems involving human
beings and their value systems. Though the television industry has made
some contribution in this direction, there is very much more they might
do. When this committee focused its efforts on the effects of televised
violence upon children, we restricted ourselves to just a tiny portion of
the field of television and social behavior. The Department of Health,
Education and Welfare would do well to consider increased involvement
in this field, not just in relation to the possibly harmful effects of televi-
sion, but also to develop the experience and professional relationships
needed to consider and stimulate television’s health-promoting possibili-
ties.
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